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WELCOME
Welcome to Desert Stages Theatre, and thank you for joining us at this 
performance of A Christmas Story the Musical!

Mainstage musicals at DST present a wonderful opportunity for us to 
showcase talented performers of all ages on stage together. When 
members of the same family perform together  in the same show, 
memories are made that last a lifetime, especially during the holidays. 
In this production of A Christmas Story the Musical, eight different fam-
ilies are represented by two or more members; brothers, sisters, moth-
ers, fathers, sons, and daughters. Their extended families have now 
grown to include not only members of the Christmas Story cast and 
crew, but also the entire Desert Stages Theatre community. We will 
always remember them, and we hope they know that they will always 
be welcome here. 

Thank you again for your support of live theatre and for your atten-
dance at this production. Whether you are seeing your 100th show 
or your first at DST, you are a valued member of the Desert Stages 
Theatre community, and we appreciate you more than you could ever 
know!

Happy Holidays, and thank you for being a member of the DST family!

Ellen Versen                                                  Walt Versen
Executive Director                                        Artistic Director 

DST's 2022 Mainstage production of A Christmas Story The Musical  
is sponsored in part by



DIRECTOR'S LETTER
In 2007, I saw my first show at Desert Stages after relocating to Phoe-
nix and was instantly enamored.  After several years, I decided to audi-
tion and made my DST acting debut in Fiddler on the Roof (2014) with 
my daughter, Quinlyn.  My wife, Renee, started stage managing, photo-
graphing and designing lights for productions the next year.  As a family, 
we fell in love with the heart and soul of DST and have never really left.

A Christmas Story has always been one of two Christmas movies that I 
have to watch each year (the other being The Muppet’s Christmas Carol).  
The story of Raphie and the Red Ryder BB gun reminded me of my youth 
when I wanted (and eventually received) a BB gun.  But it is more than 
that. The real reason I love A Christmas Story is the storytelling and family 
values.  Listening to Jean Shepherd narrate the vignettes with such en-
thusiasm and love for his friends and family touched my heart strings in a 
way that other Christmas movies never did!  

A Christmas Story, The Musical first appeared on Broadway in November/
December 2012.  Many of the same cast returned for another limited run 
in November/December 2013. The musical also got a makeover for the 
2017 Fox broadcast of A Christmas Story Live!  The original production 
was nominated for 3 Tony Awards, 3 Outer Critics Circle Awards and 6 
Drama Desk Awards. A Christmas Story, The Musical was written by Jo-
seph Robinette (based on the Jean Shephard book) with music and lyrics 
by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul (the folks that wrote the music for Dear 
Evan Hansen, Dogfight, “City of Stars” from LA LA Land and more).

Many thanks to the cast and crew of this production - you worked hard to 
bring this musical to life!  Thanks to Ellen and Walt for trusting me with an-
other show at DST.  Many kudos also go to my production team of Kent, 
Maddie Sue, Ally, Rachel, Eli, Mickey, Renee, Rick, Dina and many others 
for all the work you contributed to make A Christmas Story, The Musical 
the fantastic show it is!

Finally, thanks to YOU, the audience, for supporting live theater!  Enjoy 
the magic!

Dan Ashlock
Director



THE CAST
Jean Shephard........................................................................JC Kovac

Ralphie...............................................................................Jace Wilson

The Old Man.......................................................................Rob Allocca

Mother....................................................Marisa Tualla/Courtney Jacobs

Randy...............................................................................Maddie Ahler

Miss Shields.......................................................................Kiley Bishop

Scut Farkus.........................................................................Haizy Kovac

Grover Dill..........................................................................Maya Mircic

Mrs. Schwartz....................................................................Kelly Swope

Santa.....................................................................Surprise Guest Actor

Flick........................................................Ezz el-Deen Ahsan/Emery Kutz

Schwartz...........................................................Anik Bhow/Natalie Arko

Esther Jane...............................................Harlow Miller/Campbell Carr

Mary Beth............................................Evelena Nelson /Samantha Arko

Nancy...........................................................Gianna Wilson/Sofia Ghelfi

Adult Ensemble......................Alex Palacios, Bella Swope, Carley Meier,     

                                Esteban Valenzuela. Maria Kovac, Lorenzo Escudero,  

                                                                    Maddie Sue Miller, Porter Carr

Youth Ensemble...........................................Emily Ahler, Rachael Thaler

DST's 2022 Mainstage production of A Christmas Story The Musical  
is sponsored in part by
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MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT ONE

Overture

It All Comes Down to Christmas.............Ralphie, The Parkers, Ensemble

Red Ryder Carbine-Action BB Gun....................................Ralphie, Jean

The Genius on Cleveland Street............................The Old Man, Mother

When You’re A Wimp.............................................Ralphie and the Kids

Ralphie to the Rescue...........................Ralphie, Miss Shields, Ensemble

What A Mother Does.................................................................Mother

A Major Award.................................................The Old Man, Ensemble

Parker Family Sing-along...............The Old Man, Mother, Ralphie, Randy

Act One Finale.................................................Ralphie, Adult Ensemble

ACT TWO

Entr’acte

Sticky Situation............................Ralphie, Schwartz, Flick, Kids, Doctor, .

                                             Policeman, Fireman, Flick’s Mom, Miss Shields

You’ll Shoot Your Eye Out!..............................Miss Shields and the Kids

Just Like That.............................................................................Mother

Red Ryder (Reprise) & At Higbee’s........................Ralphie and the Elves

Up on Santa’s Lap.............................................Santa, Elves and the Kids

Before the Old Man Comes Home.................Ralphie, Randy, Mother,  

                                                                                                The Old Man

Somewhere Hovering Over Indiana.............Ralphie, Randy and the Kids

Ralphie to the Rescue (Reprise).................................Ralphie, Ensemble

A Christmas Story..........................................The Parkers and Ensemble



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST
JC KOVAC                                                Jean Shephard
JC is thrilled to make his DST debut in this wonderful 
production. He was recently seen in Starlight Com-
munity Theater’s productions of The Little Mermaid 
(Chef Louis), Godspell (Judas/John the Baptist) and 
SpongeBob (Perch Perkins). He would like to thank 
his family; Maria, Haizy and Makayla for their support 
on this journey - and thank DST, Dan, Kent and the 
entire crew for this opportunity. Now sit back, turn up 
the volume and let’s go!

JACE WILSON                                                        Ralphie
Jace is a fun loving charismatic boy who loves all 
things dance and theater. He is 10 years old and 
enjoys homeschooling with Bridgeway Academy. 
He has been dancing ballet as well as other forms 
since he was 5 and has performed in several theater 
productions. Some of his favorite roles were danc-
ing in The Nutcracker with Master Ballet Academy, 
playing in Tortoise and the Hare at Emerson Theater, 
and performing as Marcellus Washburn in The Music 
Man Jr. at Desert Stages Theater. He is excited to 
be making his full show debut at Desert Stages as 
Ralphie in the classic A Christmas Story The Musical  
and would like to thank Dan Ashlock, Rachel, Kent, 
Ally, Maddie Sue, and the team for making this won-
derful opportunity possible!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST

MARISA TUALLA                                            Mother
Marisa is excited to make her Desert Stages Theatre 
debut! She has previously performed in Puffs (Ghost-
light Community Theater), The Little Mermaid, God-
spell, and Spongebob the Musical (Starlight Com-
munity Theater). Marisa has enjoyed her first year 
stepping into the community theater world. When 
not at the theater, Marisa works as a Math Specialist 
for the Arizona Department of Education and travels 
as much as she can.

ROB ALLOCCA                                                   Old Man
A Christmas Story, one of Rob’s most favorite holiday 
classics, is a heartwarming Christmas comedy which 
Rob could not be happier to be a part of.  Although this 
is Rob’s first show with DST, he has been performing 
all around the valley since 1998 while he was attend-
ing ASU. Most recently Rob was featured in Children 
of Eden at TheatreWorks as The Snake and ensemble. 
Prior, you may have seen him in performances with 
Scottsdale Musical Theatre Company, Mesa Encore 
Theatre, Stray Cat Theatre, Black Theatre Troupe  
or Phoenix Theatre. Thanks for letting us share this feel-
good piece of nostalgia with you. Happy Holidays! 



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST

MADDIE AHLER                                                 Randy
Maddie is thrilled to be playing Randy in only her 
second full production!  She is seven and in sec-
ond grade at Sonoran Sky Elementary.  She consid-
ers DST one of her favorite places, after playing an 
Oompa Loompa in Willy Wonka Jr at DST.  She wants 
to thank Dan, Kent, and all the DST staff and cast for 
making this such a special experience for her.  Act-
ing, singing and dancing are her favorite activities, 
and she is a part of Almost Famous Actors Troupe 
and has participated in summer camps at DST and 
Phoenix Theater Company. She also enjoys soccer, 
reading and art. She wishes to thank her vocal coach, 
Ms. Dale, and her family for all their support. She 
wishes everyone a magical holiday season! 

COURTNEY JACOBS                                                      Mother
Courtney is delighted to be a part of A Christmas 
Story the Musical!  This is her third show at DST, and 
she is thankful to be back.  Recent roles include Ma-
dame in Cinderella (QCPAC), Sister Robert Anne in 
Nunsense (FHT), Ensemble in “Chess” (DST), and 
Sister Berthe in The Sound of Music (DST).  Court-
ney has worked as a professional artist, grad school 
art instructor, piano teacher, and mommy to her own 
two charmingly mischievous children.  She would like 
to thank Dan and Kent for their support.  Courtney 
lives in Mesa with her husband, two children Charlie 
(10) and Greta (7), and a fish named Ketchup.



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST
KILEY BISHOP                                          Miss Shields
Kiley is delighted to make her holly jolly DST debut! 
She was recently nominated for a “Major Award” 
(2022 ariZoni Award nomination) for playing Scuttle 
in The Little Mermaid (Starlight). Other performance 
highlights include Young Frankenstein (Almost Fa-
mous), The Spongebob Musical (Starlight), Carrie 
(Brelby), and ASU comedy teams Barren Mind Im-
prov and Farce Side Sketch Comedy. Kiley works in 
marketing/graphic design and spends her free time 
on roller skates. 

HAIZY KOVAC                                         Scut Farkus
Haizy is so happy to make her DST debut in such a 
fabulous show. Some of her favorite roles include JoJo 
in Seussical Jr., Ugly in Honk Jr. (NYA nomination), Owl 
in Winnie the Pooh and Day by Day/By My Side so-
loist in Godspell at Starlight.  When not in rehearsal 
she is part of the Arizona Broadway Teen Performance 
Troupe HyRev. She would like to thank Renee Koher, 
her voice coach, and the entire cast and crew!

MAYA MIRCIC                                               Grover Dill
Maya can not wait to be in her first show at Desert 
Stages Theatre! Maya is a freshman at ACAA where 
she’s been seen in Still Life With Iris, Company, Arse-
nic and Old Lace and more. Maya has been perform-
ing since she was six years old and has done many 
shows at Stage Dreams Youth Theater as well as at-
tending Junior Theater Festival. She wants to thank 
her family, friends and the cast/creative team for sup-
porting her so much during this process. She hopes 
you enjoy the show and have a great holiday season.



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST
KELLY SWOPE                                          Mrs. Schwartz
Kelly is so excited to be a part of this classic holiday 
show, which is one of her top five favorite shows! She 
has recently been seen on stage in Into the Woods, 
here at DST, Children of Eden at Theaterworks, and 
The Spongebob Musical at Starlight, among others. 
She thanks Dan and Kent for this opportunity. Enjoy 
the show!!

EZZ EL-DEEN AHSAN                                              Flick
Ezz is very excited to be a part of another production 
at DST! He is nine years old and is currently in third 
grade at Phoenix Country Day School. Ezz made his 
DST debut with Matilda Jr. as Tommy, performed in 
The Little Mermaid at VYT and also completed his 
John Casablanca certification. In his spare time, he 
loves to shoot a basketball around with his dad and 
brother, play Roblox with his friends, and practice 
strumming his guitar. He is thrilled to be working 
with this wonderful cast and would like to thank Dan, 
Rachel, Kent, Maddie Sue, Ally, and the entire crew 
at DST for this amazing opportunity!

EMERY KUTZ                                                      Flick
Emery is so excited to be in her fourth show at Desert 
Stages Theatre. She is a seventh grader at Cocopah 
Middle School, where she is involved in student coun-
cil, yearbook, drama club, and volleyball. Favorite past 
roles include Lavender in Matilda Jr. (DST), JoJo in Se-
ussical (CMS), and Pat the Rabbit in Alice in Wonder-
land (DST). Emery would like to thank Dan, the DST 
staff and crew for this wonderful opportunity!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST
ANIK BHOW                                                                   Schwartz
Anik is so happy to be in his second production at 
Desert Stages Theater. He had so much fun playing 
Eric in Matilda the Musical Jr. at DST and is looking 
forward to another great experience with the cast 
and crew of A Christmas Story. Anik is 10 years old 
and loves to DJ, ski, golf and travel. He is thrilled to 
perform and is grateful to the entire DST staff for the 
opportunity to perform! 

NATALIE ARKO                                            Schwartz
Natalie is excited to return to the DST stage! Favor-
ite roles have included Olaf in Frozen, Jr. (DST), Spi-
der in James and the Giant Peach (DST, NYA Award) 
and Young Elsa in Frozen, Jr. (VOSJCC). She is in 6th 
grade at Cocopah Middle School and has been in-
volved in musical theatre since pre-school. She loves 
singing, dancing, fashion, family and her dog Scruffy. 
Thank you to Dan, Rachel, Kent, Maddie Sue and 
Ally for your hard work! Break a leg everyone! 

HARLOW MILLER                                         Esther Jane
Harlow is thrilled to make her DST debut! Harlow is 
11 years old and homeschooled. Some of her recent 
roles include Ella in Camp Rock (AYT), Wickersham 
in Seussical Jr. (AYT), Ensemble in Beauty and the 
Beast Jr. (AYT), Ensemble Elf Jr. (AYT). She would like 
to thank everyone at DST for giving her this opportu-
nity and her friends and family for their support. She 
would also like to thank her amazing cast and all of 
you for coming to see the show! Enjoy!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST
CAMPBELL CARR                                          Esther Jane
Campbell is excited as fudge to make her DST de-
but in A Christmas Story The Musical! Campbell is 13 
years old in 8th grade at Horizon Honors Secondary. 
She was most recently seen as Ramona in Zombie 
Prom (AYT), and as Eddie US/Ensemble in 13 The 
Musical (AYT). Favorite roles include Belle in Beauty 
& the Beast Jr. (AYT), Jojo in Seussical Jr. (AYT), Jack 
in Into the Woods (CYT), Zuzu Bailey in It’s a Wonder-
ful Life (HHTD), and Brigitta Von Trapp in The Sound 
of Music (Zao). Campbell would like to thank the pro-
duction team for this opportunity.

EVELENA NELSON                                  Mary Beth
Evelena is so excited to be in her second show at 
Desert Stages Theatre. She is a fourth grader who is 
learning the violin, sings in the choir, takes vocal les-
sons, enjoys dance classes and has her purple belt in 
karate. She absolutely loved her first role as a little 
kid in Matilda (DST) and was excited to do more! 
Thank you to all of her family and friends who sup-
port her in her theatrical adventures. Thank you to 
the DST staff and crew for this opportunity!

SAMANTHA ARKO                                       Mary Beth
Samantha is so excited to make her DST debut! She 
has previously appeared in Frozen, Jr. (VOSJCC). She 
is in 4th grade at Cherokee Elementary where she 
plays trumpet. She also plays club soccer with Phoe-
nix Rising, is a math whizz, and is a founding member 
of the Phoenix Children’s Hospital IBD Junior Board. 
Many thanks to Dan, Rachel, Kent, Maddie Sue and 
Ally for your support!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST
GIANNA WILSON                                           Nancy
Gianna is a warm and witty 11 year old who adores 
acting and singing in shows and musicals. This year, 
she will be performing her Desert Stages debut as 
Nancy in A Christmas Story. Gianna’s former roles in-
clude Willa the Woodchuck in Tortoise and The Hare, 
Race Again (Emerson Theater), Sherlock Holmes in 
Sherlock Holmes (Emerson Theater), Marian Perou in 
The Music Man Jr. (Desert Stages Theatre Summer 
Camp), and performed in The Nutcracker twice (Mas-
ter Ballet Academy). Gianna also likes spending her 
time dancing, baking, sketching, and making people 
laugh. She is eager to sing and dance in A Christmas 
Story and is very grateful to Dan, Kent, Rachel, Ally, 
Madie Sue, and the whole team and crew for putting 
together this amazing show!

SOFIA GHELFI                                                 Nancy
Sofia has had the privilege of performing in three 
other Desert Stages productions. She played Marta 
in the The Sound of Music, Cathy in High School Mu-
sical Jr. and Alice in Matilda Jr. Besides acting and 
singing, Sofia loves to write, play piano and she es-
pecially loves to curl up with a good book. She is so 
grateful for the opportunity to work with Dan, Kent, 
Maddie Sue, Mickey, Rachel, Eli and Ally, as well as 
her talented castmates. 



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST

BELLA SWOPE        Adult Ensemble/Dance Captain
Bella is so excited to return to Desert Stages for this 
amazing show you are about to see. Her previous 
credits include Kate in Oklahoma, (Spotlight Youth 
Theater) Featured Dancer in Into the WSoods (Des-
ert Stages), and Cleopatra in Desperate Housewives 
of Shakespeare (Spotlight Youth Theater) She would 
like to thank the cast, crew, and directors for making 
this show come alive! Enjoy the show!

ALEX PALACIOS                                     Adult Ensemble
Alex is so excited to be in her second show with Des-
ert Stages! You may have seen her earlier this year 
as Mindy in Five Women Wearing the Same Dress or 
as a fish in A SpongeBob Musical at Starlight Com-
munity Theater. She would like to thank her family for 
always encouraging her to follow her passions and 
Dion for being her biggest fan. She would also like 
to send a big thank you to Dan Ashlock for giving her 
the opportunity to be in A Christmas Story.

CARLEY MEIER                                       Adult Ensemble
A Christmas Story will be Carley’s fifth show at Desert 
Stages! They have been performing here for a little 
over a year and they now consider it their second 
home. Their most previous shows they’ve worked 
on (including tech) were Guys and Dolls (DST), Little 
Women (DST), and Grease (FHT). They look forward 
to spending the holiday season on stage!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST
ESTEBAN VALENZUELA                     Adult Ensemble
Esteban is making his stage debut apart of the adult 
ensemble here at Desert Stages. He is very excited 
to perform for the first time since his high school 
choir days. He would like to thank Dan and the DST 
staff for granting him the opportunity to perform. In 
his free time he also enjoys experimenting with hair 
and make up and would love to be a part of that 
stage experience in the future.

MARIA KOVAC                                      Adult Ensemble
Maria is excited to make both her DST debut and her 
musical theater debut!  She was recent seen on stage 
in Done to Death at Starlight Community Theater 
and is excited to be in this special Christmas show. 
She would like to thank Dan, Kent and the DST crew 
for this opportunity, as well as the support from her 
family - JC, Haizy and Makayla.

LORENZO ESCUDERO                    Adult Ensemble
Lorenzo is excited to be back on stage in his first 
show here at DST as apart of the Adult Ensemble. 
Previous performances of his include Buster Blu-
etang/Ensemble in The Spongebob Musical, and 
one of the Disciples in Godspell both at Starlight 
Community theatre. He would like to give a huge 
thanks to Dan and the DST staff for giving him the 
opportunity to perform in this holiday classic. He 
wants to wish everyone a Happy holidays, and enjoy 
your Christmas chow mein.



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST
MADDIE SUE MILLER                      Adult Ensemble
Maddie Sue is excited to return to the DST stage 
and make her debut as Choreographer! Maddie is 
13 years old and in the 8th grade at Casteel HS. 
She is on her school dance team, choir and a com-
petitive dancer. She is also a member of the HyRev 
Performance Team at Arizona Broadway Theatre. 
Some of her recent roles include Acrobat-Matilda Jr. 
(DST), Cheerleader-High School Musical (VYT), Leop-
ard-Tarzan (AYT), Cat in the Hat-Suessical Jr. (AYT), 
Winnie Foster-Tuck Everlasting (AYT), Tapper-Gypsy 
(ABT), Teen Fiona-Shrek (AYT), Dorothy-Wizard of 
Oz (AYT), Matilda (ariZoni nominated)-Matilda (AYT). 
She would like to thank Walt, Ellen, Dan, Kent, Ra-
chel, Allie and the entire DST crew and cast for this 
amazing experience. She would also like to thank her 
family, friends and teachers for their support. 

PORTER CARR                                 Adult Ensemble
Porter is 15 years old in tenth grade at Horizon 
Honors Secondary. He is so excited about making 
his DST debut that he can’t put his arms down! He 
was recently seen as Joey in Zombie Prom (AYT) and 
Snipes in Tarzan (AYT). Porter has several years of 
choir experience, has been playing guitar and bass 
for the last six, years and has recently started vocal 
training. Porter is thankful for the production team 
for giving him this opportunity.



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST

RACHAEL THALER                            Youth Ensemble
Rachael is so happy to have been cast in this show! 
She has done two previous shows at DST including 
the opportunity to play Briggita in The Sound Of Mu-
sic directed by Trisha Ditsworth. She is in 6th grade 
at Sonoran Sky and is so happy to be part of this cast.

EMILY AHLER                                   Youth Ensemble
Emily is so excited to be in her first full production 
as a part of youth ensemble! She is five years old in 
kindergarten at Sonoran Sky Elementary and loves 
singing, acting and dancing. She enjoyed being in 
Winnie the Pooh camp at DST and Disney Favorites 
camp at Phoenix Theater Company. Hobbies include 
gymnastics and soccer. She'd like to thank Dan, Kent, 
Maddie Sue and all the DST staff for the opportunity 
to be a part of such an amazing and fun show as 
well as this DST cast for their friendship. She thanks 
her singing teacher, Ms. Dale, and her family for their 
support. She wishes everyone Happy Holidays!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CREW
DAN ASHLOCK                                           Director
Dan has performed in productions across Arizona, 
Kansas, Pennsylvania and Maryland including Young 
Frankenstein and Barefoot in the Park at DST.  He has 
directed Mamma Mia, The Spongebob Musical, and 
The Pajama Game (Starlight), Puffs!, Oliver, Spama-
lot, Seussical, Moon Over Buffalo and Agatha Chris-
tie’s Spider’s Web (DST), and Farce of Habit (Trilogy). 
Special thanks to his wife Renee and his adult chil-
dren Nathan and Quinlyn for their love and support.

KENT CAMPBELL                                     Music Director
Kent is excited to be Music Director for A Christmas 
Story, his second show at Desert Stages. His previ-
ous show at DST was Once Upon a Mattress.  He has 
also music directed shows at Desert Foothills Theater 
and Fountain HIlls Youth Theatre, most recently serv-
ing as Music Director for Newsies. Kent spent over 
20 years in IT Management before embarking on his 
second career as a full/time musician and conduc-
tor and is currently Director of Music/Liturgy at St. 
Bernard of Clairvaux Catholic Church in Scottsdale.  
Many thanks to Dan and the rest of the production 
team, Walt and Ellen Versen, but ESPECIALLY to all 
the talented actors who have worked so hard on this 
music to make it sound so beautiful - enjoy the show 
and have a very Merry Christmas!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CREW
RACHEL SELF                                   Stage Manager
Rachel is happy to be back at DST working on A 
Christmas Story! Most recently, she has worked with 
Desert Stages Theatre as Music Director of Matilda 
Jr., and Associate MD for Heathers. She considers 
DST to be her home theatre and is always grateful to 
be working here. She would love to thank her fam-
ily and her wonderful girlfriend Miranda Bellows for 
their support. She would additionally like to thank El-
len and Walt Versen, Ally Baumlin, and the rest of the 
production team for a wonderful full year of shows at 
DST! Congratulations to the cast and crew!

ELI FRANKLIN                  Assistant Stage Manager
Eli is excited to be part of the production team for 
the first time after having worked tech many times 
here at DST for shows (Bonnie & Clyde, Chess, Little 
Women, etc.). He has also appeared on stage, most 
recent credits include Guys and Dolls and Heathers. 
Eli would like to thank everyone involved in the show 
but especially Rachel for being so great to work with! 
He would also like to thank Ally, Walt, and Ellen for 
this opportunity! Happy Chrismahanukwanzakah!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CREW
RICHARD "MICKEY" COURTNEY 
Costume Designer
Mickey has been costuming for the past 20+ years all 
around the valley.  Here in DST he feels at home.  His 
most recent costume works was Guys and Dolls here 
in the Mainstage, and Proof in the Actor’s Cafe and 
Little Shop of Horrors at Fountain Hills Theater.  He 
is looking forward to continuing working Scottsdale 
Desert Stages Theatre in the Actor’s Café and Main-
stage Cullity Hall. Mickey wants to thank the Cast 
and Crew for trusting in his vision.  He wants to thank 
his wife Rhea and his kids Becca and Matt for their 
support and patience.



WHO'S WHO IN THE STAFF
ELLEN VERSEN                         Executive Director
Ellen is thrilled to be the Executive Director at Desert 
Stages Theatre. She has worked many years in the 
nonprofit and arts sectors, bringing years of theater 
leadership, development, and business experience
to the position. Together with the DST team, she 
plans to welcome new artists, participants, pa-
trons, and supporters into the Desert Stages The-
atre family in an effort to sustain this performing 
arts organization for many years to come. Ellen 
is especially excited to be working with her hus-
band Walt, DST's Artistic Director! Ellen grew up 
in Pasadena, CA, and has lived in Scottsdale for  
27 years. She and Walt have two grown children, Joe 
and Emily. The entire family is fond of travel, the arts, 
and Jeopardy!  Go, Irish!

WALT VERSEN                               Artistic Director
I have worked with and toured with Queen (w Fred-
die Mercury), Heart, Cheap Trick, Scorpions, Super-
tramp, Ratt, Peter Frampton, Genesis, Phil Collins, 
The GoGo's, dada, The Men, Right Said Fred, House 
of Lords, Charles and Eddie, The Escape Club, Julian 
Lennon, Tower of Power, REO Speedwagon and Ice 
Cube. BUT I am as excited to be the new Artistic 
Director at Desert Stages as I was for any of those 
extraordinary opportunities. Maybe even more. Live 
theater - Broadway style theater - has been my life-
long favorite art form. I hope my experience and en-
thusiasm shows through in everything I do at DST.  
As for the personal stuff ... just like the Executive  
Director above me said!



ALLY BAUMLIN                          Production Manager
Ally has been working in live theatre in the Valley 
for over a decade. She has been a deck hand, deck 
manager, flight captain, stage manager, props mas-
ter, and whatever the occasion calls for. She is ec-
static to be working with everyone here at DST as 
Production Manager, helping to bring to life every-
one’s ideas and sparking imagination. As a man once 
said, “It’s kind of fun to do the impossible."

ELYSSA BLONDER                     Director of Education
Elyssa grew up performing at DST, and she credits 
those early experiences with making her the performer 
that she is today.  A graduate of ASU’s Musical Theatre 
program (2018), Elyssa has performed regionally across 
the country. She is back in Phoenix performing profes-
sionally around the Valley, with many impressive region-
al credits to her name. Elyssa has taught students of 
all ages at performing arts organizations including The 
Phoenix Theatre Company, Theater Works, and Desert 
Stages.  Elyssa will invite teaching artists from across the 
Valley to share their talent, knowledge, and expertise 
with DST community members of all ages.

WHO'S WHO IN THE STAFF

LINDA BARTON                        Box Office Manager
Linda has been the box office manager for the past 
10 years. She is also camp coordinator and recently 
certified as the Covid Compliance Officer. Linda‘s 
family has been celebrating Desert Stages Theatre 
magic for over 20 years. Watching children find 
their voices, seeing the magic of actors telling sto-
ries through song and dance, is one of life’s greatest 
gifts. Linda is honored to be a very small piece of 
making that magic happen.



WHO'S WHO IN THE STAFF
DINA OSINSKI             Graphic Designer/Webmaster
Dina is honored to have worked onstage as well as  
behind the scenes as the inhouse graphic designer 
with Scottsdale Desert Stages Theatre since 2008. 
She thoroughly enjoys the opportunity to play a 
small role in all of the amazing productions that DST 
puts on year after year. When she isn't designing 
for the theatre she keeps herself very busy as the  
Creative Director for Sprouts Farmers Market, wife 
to her wonderful husband Jordan and mother to two 
beautiful girls, Natalia and Giavana. 



PHOTOS

We can’t wait to see these cast members in DST’s Actor’s Cafe Holiday production of THE 
VELVETEEN RABBIT, opening Friday, December 2. Pictured, from left to right, are Henry 
Male, Noah Zaenker, Rylie Clore, Brianna O’Brien, Briley Greer, Arielle Kutz, and Alaina Lish. 
(Not pictured:  Freya Karve)

The kids in A CHRISTMAS STORY THE MUSICAL pose for a photo backstage before  
Wednesday night's tech week rehearsal.



by Scott Davidson

Produced by special arrangement with
Pioneer Drama Service, Inc., Englewood, Colorado

Scottsdale Desert Stages Theatre
Actor's Café Production

COMING SOON TO DST

Dec. 2 – 18, 2022

CLICK HERE  
TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW!

Directed by LISA BARTON FIGUEROA

https://desertstagestheatre.csstix.com/event-details.php?e=802


SEUSSICAL JR.
is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre 

International (MTI). All authorized performance materials
are also supplied by MTI. www.mtishows.com

Book by
LYNN AHRENS and STEPHEN FLAHERTY

Conceived by LYNN AHRENS, STEPHEN FLAHERTY and ERIC IDLE

Based on the works of DR. SEUSS

Music Supervised, Adapted and Produced by BRYAN LOUISELLE 

Music by
STEPHEN FLAHERTY

Lyrics by 
LYNN AHRENS

COMING SOON TO DST

Jan. 6 – 22, 2023

Scottsdale Desert Stages Theatre
Youth Production

Directed by NICOLE THOMPSON

CLICK HERE  
TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW!

https://desertstagestheatre.csstix.com/event-details.php?e=789


Scottsdale Desert Stages Theatre
Teen Production

COMING SOON TO DST

Feb. 3 – 12, 2023

CLICK HERE  
TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW!

Music & Lyrics by
LISA LAMBERT and GREG MORRISON

Book by 
BOB MARTIN and DON MCKELLAR

Original Broadway production of The Drowsy Chaperone produced by Kevin McCollum, Roy 
Miller, Bob Boyett, Stephanie McClelland, Barbara Freitag, and Jill Furman.

Directed by STEPHEN HOHENDORF-PARNELL

https://desertstagestheatre.csstix.com/event-details.php?e=793


ACADEMY
D S T

ACADEMY
D S T

 For more information, visit desertstages.org/dstacademy

TAP CLASS with Ryan Ardelt
November 22 – December 22
(no class on November 24)
Tuesdays & Thursdays
5:00pm – 7:00pm     •    Ages 15+

Pricing: $160 for 9 classes with a 
drop-in option at $20/class

Week 1 – December 19–23, 9am-3pm
Theme: Holiday Movie Favorites 
Instructor: Ashley Rhoads

Week 2 – December 26–30, 9am-3pm
Theme: Holidays Around the World
Instructor: Jamie Villarreal

Pricing: $300 for 1 week / $500 for both weeks

Ages
5-12 yrs.

On Broadway!
December 7 – January 25
Wednesdays, 
4:00–6:00pm
Instructor: Alaina Lish

Ages 5-10
Pricing: $200

desertstages.com/dstacademy


Diamond Star ($10,000+)
Arizona Commission on the Arts
Cowboy Bob Fun and Terri Bell

Gold Star ($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous
Arizona Community Foundation
ScottsdaleArts
Small Business Administration

Silver Star ($2,500 - $4,999)
Michael and Nicole Arko *
Marti Anderson
Desert Diamond Casino West Valley
Great Hearts Academies
Network for Good
Angelique Restivo
Sprouts Farmers Market
The Theodore Family

Lucky Star ($1,000 - $2,499)
Tom Chauncey
The Edward M. Polk Family
The Giving Group
Walter and Ellen Versen *
Serena Villarreal *
Bill and Anthony Watson *

Bright Star ($500 - $999)
Anonymous
Rosemary Altuna *
The DelGhiaccio Family *
The Falcusan Family *
Lisa and Jeremy Figueroa
Chris Jones
William P. Kelly
Dustin, Ondrea, and Sloan Petty
Jaine Rao *
United Healthcare Provider Services
The Yampolsky Family *
Dale Yeoman

Bronze Star ($250 - $499)
Bert and Jill Alanko *
AmazonSmile
Sabra Barnett
Victoria Bellomo *
The Benavidez Family
Laurie Bowden *
Teresa Dixon
The Donsker Family *
The Frakes Family
The Flyer Guys +
Lynn Golden Family *
Sara Graf
The Hassler Family *
Kendra Scott Jewelers

THANK YOU DONORS
Desert Stages, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit performing arts theatre committed to 
offering high-quality entertainment and providing a creative platform that nur-
tures each stage of an actor's development. Overseen by an independent Board 
of Directors, DST fulfills its mission by offering programs and services to perform-
ing artists, youth, and the community.  
Desert Stages relies on the tax-deductible contributions it receives from friends, 
family, and fans to continue offering high quality artistic and educational programs 
to residents of and visitors to the Valley of the Sun, especially in the communities of 
Scottsdale, Paradise Valley, and Phoenix.  We are extremely grateful for the generous 
support that enables DST to educate, inspire, and entertain audiences of all ages.  

Thank you to the following individuals and organizations who support the mis-
sion of DST.  We are proud and honored to call you our Star Donors!



THANK YOU DONORS
The Kiepke Family *
Donna Kidner
Richard Nadler and Ann Levitas
The Neal Family *
Colleen Nelson
Jennifer Parker
The Rose Family *
Renu Shembekar
Eugeniusz Sienkiewicz
Nikki and Charles Stein
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Bill Watson
The Wentworth Family *

Shining Star ($100 - $249)
Linda Alba *
Debbie Atkinson
The Bailes Family
Linda Barton *
Patrice Bonnell
Valerie Brady
Catherine's Inc.
The Clore Family
Liza Goerner Crisafi
Laurie Cullity *
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Sydney David
Deborah Doyle and the Skaggs 
Family
Jeff Falcusan
Olivia and Ronin Feldman
Nilda Figueroa
Julie Fosgate 
The Gottfredson Family
The Granger/Kravetz Family
Ryley and Kellen Hansen
Isabella Jones
Devorah Joyce
Dr. Keith and Kimberlee Haar  
Anita King

The Krotonsky Family
Michelle Laiss
Kimberly MacDowell
Anita and Michael Markson
Sam Markson
Michael and Lyndsey Meewes
Dan Meiller
Jennifer Mullen
Evelyn Neis *
The Nemeth Family *
Gregg and Karen Olson
Sandra Paquet *
Christy Raykowski
Patricia Rhee
Ilana Roga
Ryan Sheade
The Skaggs Family
Meg Swiatkowski
Wendy Thompson
Jamie Aronson Tyus
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Ellen and Walt Versen
Olga and Thomas Versen
Tamara Wand
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Darlene Wible
Melissa Wiegand
Michelle Wilbur
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Michelle Wilbur
Curt Wilhem
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Peyton Woolf
Judith Yampolsky

Just Because ($1 - $99)
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Frank Aaron
Rhonda Apodaca



THANK YOU DONORS
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Dan and Renee Ashlock
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Debbie Atkinson
Jackie Barkworth
Shelly Bernstein
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Carol Blonder
Rudy Bogojevich
Jake Brander
Janelle Brasen
Jim Brewer
Allan and Linda Breyer
Tracy Burns
Virginia Cardenas
Mandy Casale
Max Casale
Charities Aid Foundation of America
Carrie and Neil Codell
Chuck Craig 
Jennifer Dahlstrom
Joyce Dixon
Kathy Dooley-Watson
Anthony D'Urso
Thomas Dyson
Natalie Eal
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Karen Ebright
Nancy Ellis
Rebecca Eve
Jennifer Goma
Ethan Granger
Mark Hackmann
Joe Hammer
Lizi Hartstein
Daniel Herek
Diane Hetrick
Lisa Hoffer
Carol Janoff
Michelle Jensen

Marc Kaplan
Donna Kaufman
Sherry Kaye
Joseph Kesgomol
Gurusimrin Khalsa
Maya King
Bruce and Kim Kletscher
Mike and Laura Krebs
Kroger
Mike Langley
Rona Lige
Kimberly MacDowell
Frances Martinez
Paul Martinez
Nancy Metzger
Natalie Neal
Sarah Pansing
Krisstin Paramanandam
Alison Plotnik
Lee Pomush
Jessica Reed
In memory of Laurie Culliy
    by Lesley Richard
Keiran Ringer
Barbara Rosen
Renu Shembekar
Alice and Don Shardlow
Roxie Shields
Julie Shinbaum
Kristen and Brad Shroyer
David Simmons
Lisa Stanisch
Joy Bingham Strimple
Cheryl Sucato
Diane Toscano
Wendy Thompson
Melanie Vigik

* Member, Director's Circle



THANK YOU DONORS
MATCHING GIFTS
Desert Stages gratefully recognized the following corporations that generously match 
their employees charitable gifts.

BACKSTAGE MOMS
Thank  you  to  the  following  parents  who  donate  the  gift  of  time  to  Desert  Stag-
es  - mending costumes, fixing hairstyles, helping with makeup, and supervising DST’s 
youngest actors - during performances of A CHRISTMAS STORY THE MUSICAL.

VOLUNTEER USHERS
We would like to thank the following individuals for donating the gift of time to Desert 
Stages Theatre as volunteer ushers at performances of A CHRISTMAS STORY THE 
MUSICAL.

ANONYMOUS STATEMENT
Desert Stages respects the wishes of donors who make gifts and prefer to remain 
anonymous.  These quiet contributions ensure the continuation of the highest quality 
performing arts programs that serve our artists, audiences, and community.  

WITH GRATITUDE
Every gift to Desert Stages Theatre is greatly appreciated, and every effort is made 
to list donor information accurately.  If we have made an error in listing your name or 
donation amount, please accept our sincere apology.  To request a correction, please 
do not hesitate to call (480) 483-1664.
 
PROUD MEMBER
Desert Stages is proud to be a member of the following civic, business, and tourism 
organizations. 

The playbill for DST's Youth production of SEUSSICAL, JR, will acknowledge dona-
tions received from approximately December 1, 2021, to November 30, 2022.

Kathy Brooks
Janet Clark
Patti Garcia
Cindy Gross

Nancy Jones
Janet Love
Greta Lukic
Sara Mitchell

Colette Powers
Catherine Serra

American Express
CVS Caremark
Honeywell International Charity

UnitedHealthcare
Wells Fargo

Alliance of Arizona Nonprofits
American Association of  
Community Theatres
Better Business Bureau

The Giving Group
Scottsdale Chamber of Commerce
Local First Arizona

Jamie Ahler
Arsala Ahsan

Nichole Arko
Ami Bhow

Elana Kutz
Sommar Nelson



THANK YOU SPONSORS

https://arizona.greatheartsamerica.org/


THANK YOU SPONSORS

DECEMBER 29–30
THE SHOW IS TOP SECRET 
AGE: 14-19 yrs.
TIME: Check in begins at 7pm on Thursday, Dec. 29
SHOW TIME: 7:30pm Friday, Dec. 30
ADMISSION FEE: $150 per participant (includes a tshirt and meals) 

TICKET PRICE: $25/ticket to attend the show 

www.ddcaz.com/westvalley/


THANK YOU SPONSORS

www.sprouts.com


2021-2022
FALL 

CLASSES

CLASSES ARE  AVAILABLE FOR 
ALL AGES & DANCE ABILITIES 

FALL CLASS SCHEDULE:
     Dancers Domain as a studio, was specifically created to 
build not only strong dancers but strong & healthy people. 
People that gain confidence through our training to ensure 
their successes as dancers, performers but most importantly 
as productive successful members of society. Our staff takes a 
personal interest in all of our dancers no matter how many 
classes they are signed up for. We strive on making a personal 
connection with everyone in order to ensure all of our dancers 
dreams are coming true. Whether it’s becoming a professional 
dancer, performer, or just someone who enjoys dance as a past 
time. EVERYONE of our students is important to us. 

     Call or email with any questions you may have for us. 
All we want is to watch your Childrens dream come true. 
And to be able to experience our dancers successes and 
emotional growth makes it all worth while.   13610 N. Scottsdale Rd. Suite#20

Scottdale, AZ 85254
(602)971-3323

dancersdomainaz@gmail.com
dancersdomainaz.com

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR DANCERS SPOT

THANK YOU SPONSORS



NIFTY FIFTY 
PHOTOS

NIFTYFIFTYPHOTOS.COM

REAL ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHY
•	 AFFORDABLE AND DEPENDABLE
•	 SERVING THE ENTIRE VALLEY

$2.00 PER MERGED HDR IMAGE
25 IMAGE MINIMUM

JASON K. WALZ
JASON@NIFTYFIFTYPHOTOS.COM

480.331.8074

niftyfiftyphotos.com


SHOP IT  
FORWARD

FASHIONSQUARE.COM/SHOPITFORWARD

OCTOBER 14 – DECEMBER 15 

 DST COMMUNITY MEMBERS  

CAN UPLOAD SHOPPING,  

DINING, AND ENTERTAINMENT  

RECEIPTS TO BENEFIT  

DESERT STAGES THEATRE!

www.fashionsquare.com/shopitforward


THANK YOU SPONSORS

www.daleyeoman.com



