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WELCOME

Welcome to Desert Stages and our production of Agatha Christie's The
Mousetrap. Our cast has been working very diligently to bring this mys-
tery to life. Their hard work and dedication to this show is easily seen in
their performance. It has been a pleasure to work with all of them, as well
as, watch this cast and crew come together as a little family. We really
hope that you enjoy this show.

Desert Stages is having a super busy summer. We have been having a
great time with our campers and counselors. We love seeing the new
campers walk through our doors and are very humbled seeing our return-
ing campers year after year. We are happy to have you here for our last
Actor's Cafe production for the 2022-2023 season. We hope to see you
back for the 2023-2024 season!!

If you didn't know, Desert Stages is a 501(c)3 non-profit community the-
atre. We can't survive on ticket sales alone. If you like what we are doing
whether it be our shows, camps, classes or if you just want to support
theater in general, please feel free to make a donation of any amount.
We can't do it without you!!!

Please watch our website (desertstages.org) for news about our shows
and upcoming auditions.

Our entire team thanks you for your support!!

Stephanie Yampolsky, Executive Director
and the entire DST Staff



DIRECTOR'S LETTER

This is a very personal show for me, because it was the first show | have directed
since the pandemic. It is a little ironic that the last show | directed before the pan-
demic was And Then There Was None (at Desert Foothills Theater,), another Agatha
Christie classic.

When | was growing up, Agatha Christie’s book was the first books | read just for
fun. | spent some time with my grandmother in the summer and only had three
channels on her television. After complaining about the lack of cable, she handed
me the book Ten Little Indians, and | was hooked. To be honest, at eight years old, |
kept waiting for the Indians to show up (spoiler, there are no actual Indians). The Ten
Little Indians is basically the same book as And Then There Were None by Agatha
Christie well. (The title was changed for her personal reasons.) With that | began to
enjoy mysteries from early Scooby Doo to Murder She Wrote and the new film the
recent Knives Out.

The plot of unlikely strangers being trapped together and being murdered one by
one is the makings of so many mysteries and mystery spoofs. Mousetrap has been
entertaining fans since the 1952, and has been running since ever since it opening
in London’s theater district. It's one of the longest runs of any play.

“For many, Agatha Christie is seen as quintessentially English. But as the best-sell-
ing novelist in history, her reputation goes far beyond the UK. Her works are seen
as so easy to read, she's a favorite author of people learning English. Christie books
are easy to read and she's the world's most translated author — so much so that if
people are learning the English language ,through Christie’s , books. There is no
one better able to fool readers than in her mystery novels. , And nobody is better
than Christie at playing fair with the reader, either...." According to Matthew Carey,
Agatha Christie enthusiast.

With so much of my personal investment and the expectations of mystery fans,
| wanted to create something new, different and surprising. Along with amazing
designers and talented actors, | wanted to bring humor, relevance, and some other
twists to the audience.

Many will walk in knowing who is the murderer is( no spoilers), | hope you still find
some surprises. If you do not know the ending, then | hope you are surprised to the
very end.

The very end of this is to thank my family for putting up with hearing the words ”
rehearsal” every night for over a month. A big thanks to the cast, crew, and design-
ers for the dedication, trust, and talent. You Killed It!

Darrell Wesley Spencer, PhD.
Director



Mollie.....ccevverreeeeeeennecsssssssssssssssssssnsssnnnnnnnns Shillika Chandrasekhar
Radio Voice......ccuueivueinurinrnennnecnnneennnecnsnnessanenn Stephen Kessen
Boyle...ocoiiiinnniiiiiinnnnieniinneeincnneeeessnnsaeessssnnens Cindy Miesse
ParaviCiNi.....cccceecennneeiecissnnneenccssnnneenccsssnnneeecsssnneenecens Bob Taylor
Metcalf........cccceiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnniiiiccccsssnnnssssssssssssnssscssssssssns Scott Sims
€1 - Huberto Paz
L] 1 =] O Charles Randall
ChriStOpher......uuuueeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiisnnnnnnnnnniicsssssssssnnnnnnes Cedric Knuth
CaseWell......uueeeeeeeriiiiiiniisssssssssssssssssnnnsnnnnnnnnnnnnens Christina Clodt

SETTING

1950, just outside of London, England

Act One
Scene 1
The Great Hall at Monkswell Manor. Late Afternoon.
Scene 2
The same. The following day after lunch

Act Two
The same. 10 minutes later

"?L”;;'/ | The use of any recording device, either audio or video, and the taking
{ l@ of photographs, either with or without flash, is STRICTLY PROHIBITED.
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PRODUCTION STAFF

(D 119=Yot o) ST Darrell Wesley Spencer, PhD.
Stage Manager......ccccoveuieniiniiiniiniinnnnneeeeeeeeeeeeeee Darcy Cochran
Set Designers and Builders...........cccouiiivvuiiininneininnecinnnnnen. Bob Taylor
Costume Designer.......cc.ovvuiiniiinniiiiiiinneecciiiinnneeneeen Mickey Cortney
Lighting Designer..........coceuuiiiiniiiieinincenneeniecnnnneennne Logan Farrington
Sound DeSIgNer.......ccccuuiiiiniiiiiiiiiiinienecneeesaee e Abby Golden
Sound Board Operator........c.ccoovueevuiinineeniecninecnnnueennne Darcy Cochran

DST THEATRE STAFF

Executive Director........cuvevveenieniecienieeieeiiennenne Stephanie Yampolsky
Production Manager..........cceuevvuierineinincinnnecnnnennnnecnnaeenane Ally Baumlin
Director of Education..........ccecuevvuernnueennnnerneccnnuecnineenans Elyssa Blonder
Associate Artistic AdVIiSOF.........cccoeevviriinecriiinnenn. Lisa Barton Figueroa
Box Office Manager...........cccovueevvieviniinnuieniecnnecnneccnnneenns Linda Barton
Box Office Staff.................. Karen Ebright, Brady Fiscus, Diana Gallegos,

Dalton John, Michael Lev, Hayden Skaggs
Graphic Designer/Webmaster...........ccccocceeriviiiiicrecnncnneen. Dina Osinski

— DST BOARD OF DIRECTORS —

President..... it eereeee e e e e e e e e eeeeesaaananes Bill Watson
Vice President...... v eeeeeiiiiiiiiiieeieceeeeeeerereeteeeseseeeeeeeeeeeenns Mike Arko
TrQASUIE ... cieeeieeeeeeeeerrearuueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssssssssnsnnsssssessasaaees Rich Rose
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MeEMDEr.....coiiiiiiiiiiiiitiireecce e Lynnae Clore
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[V T=100] -1 PP OUUPUU RPN Terri Leblic
[ T=Y00] -1 PP UUUUU R JD Ghelfi
121331 = N Arsala Ahsan

MEMDE....ciiiiiiiiieettrrte et Chris Rogers



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST

SHILLIKA CHANDRASEKHAR Mollie
Shillika is ecstatic to be making her stage debut with
DST in her second ever show!! She was last seen as
Tintinabula in A Funny Thing Happened On The Way
to the Forum with DFT. Shillika is a homeschooling

mom of two lovely daughters and owns assisted liv-
ing homes with her husband overseeing the opera-
tions. Shillika would like to thank her director, Wes-
ley for believing in her, her husband, daughters and
family for the endless support and her friend Kim for
pushing her to do more theatre!

STEPHEN KESSEN Radio Voice
Stephen is excited to return to DST after performing
in Bleacher Bums earlier in the year. He has been
acting for 20 years. When he's not acting, he loves
playing with his cat Tybalt.

CINDY MIESSE Boyle
Cindy (she/her) is thrilled to return to the DST stage.
She was previously seen last summer as Miss Prism in
The Importance of Being Earnest. Cindy recently re-
tired and is enjoying her roles as Nina (Grandma) to

4 grandloves and pup mom to spoiled pup Peaches.
They inspire her to pursue her stage dreams. Thank
you for supporting community theater and enjoy the
showl!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST

BOB TAYLOR Paravicini
Bob is extremely happy to be working with some old
friends and meeting some new ones. He has appeared
at DST in The Spider's Web, Importance of Being
Earnest, Sunshine Boys and Bleacher Bums. He just
finished directing Misery at Starlight Theater and will
be directing The Play That Goes Wrong at DST in the
fall. Since moving to Arizona three years ago with his

wife Deb and two dogs he has been involved with The
Murder Mystery Company located in Phoenix. One of
the most moving productions he was privileged to
be in was The Laramie Project at Theater at Nativity.
Favorite quote: "There is nothing that compares to
live theater, you don't get a second take."

SCOTT SIMS Metcalf
Scott is no stranger to valley theater having ap-
peared at DFT in A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum, DST in The Spider's Web (Zoni
nomination), SCT in Dracula (Zoni award) and many

others. Scott is happily retired from teaching and
continues to lead the praise band at Living Water
Lutheran Church, Scottsdale. Thanks to Wesley, Dar-
cie, the DTS board, and the fabulous cast mates of
The Mousetrap for all the fun!



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST

HUBERTO PAZ Giles
Huberto is excited to return to the stage after a near-
ly two year hiatus. His most recent works include Our
Dear Dead Drug Lord with Stray Cat Theatre, Three’s
a Party with Teatro Bravo and Death of a Salesman-
with Desert Stages. When Huberto is not acting, he

is fighting for social and economic justice. He would
also like to give a shoutout to his friends, family and
all of the beautiful POC community who have stood
behind him in his acting journey. This performance is
dedicated to them.

CHARLES RANDALL Trotter
Charles is making his Arizona stage debut in this pro-
duction of Agatha Christie's classic mystery. Charles
would like to thank Wesley, Darcy, the DST staff, and
The Mousetrap cast for being so welcoming to a new-

comer. He could not have asked for a better group
of people to do a show with, and he's so grateful to
them for rekindling his love of theatre when that fire
has been out for so long.

CEDRIC KNUTH Christopher
Cedric is excited to be back doing his first live show
since the pandemic and delighted to be with this in-
credible cast and crew! Cedric's past favorite roles
have been Jack Gable in Leading Ladies, Jaques in

As You Like It, and Bruce Springsteen in High Fidel-
ity. He would like to thank his director for casting him
and his family for their support that allows him to
pursue his passion.



WHO'S WHO IN THE CAST

CHRISTINA CLODT Casewell
Christina is delighted to be back in the DST Ac-
tor's Cafe. Originally from California, she has per-
formed in dozens of local productions. Recent cred-
its include Baruska (Once, Spotlight Theater) Karen
(SpongeBob the Musical, Starlight Community The-
ater) & Svetlana (Chess the Musical, DST). Offstage;
Christina is an avid baseball fan, a hodophile, a tha-

lassophile plus mom to three grown up humans, a
menagerie of beasts and Nina to one grand. Love
to Avery, Ashley, Kenzie, Noel, Savannah and Josh.



WHO'S WHO IN THE CREW

DARRELL WESLEY SPENCER, PHD. Director
Darrell is excited to make his directing debut at DST
after being on stage in The Sunshine Boys. He has
directed another Christie play, And Then There Were
None, at Desert Foothills Theater (DFT). He was
most recently in A Funny Thing Happened on the
Way to the Forum at DFT. He teaches at theater at
Glendale Community College. Wesley is very grate-
ful to his husband, Marty, and son, Austin, for their
support.

DARCY COCHRAN Stage Manager
Darcy is excited to take on a new project as the
Stage Manager for this production. She has loved all
the experiences she has gained and loves working
with DST crews and actors. Special thanks to my boy-
friend Kenneth, my mom Heather, and Dad Michael
for always supporting me in everything | do.

RICHARD "MICKEY" COURTNEY

Costume Designer

Mickey has been costuming for the past 20+ years all
around the valley. Here in DST he feels at home. His
most recent costume works was A Christmas Story in
the Actor's Cafe, Guys and Dolls here in the Main-
stage, and Little Shop of Horrors at Fountain Hills
Theater. He is looking forward to continuing working
Scottsdale Desert Stages Theatre in the Actor's Café
and Mainstage Cullity Hall. Mickey wants to thank
the Cast and Crew for trusting in his vision. He wants
to thank his late wife Rhea and his kids Becca and
Matt for their support and patience.



WHO'S WHO IN THE CREW

4= 1 % LOGAN FARRINGTON Lighting Designer
r#" % Logan is thrilled to be returning for his second show
Ty - at Desert Stages! He first started designing lights at

Desert Mountain High School, with highlights includ-
ing The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde,
which he also assistant directed, and Monty Python’s

Spamalot, for which he won Best Lighting at the ASU
Gammage High School Musical Theatre Awards. Re-
cent credits include stage manager and assistant di-
rector for Shine Theatre Company’s Wind in the Wil-
lows, and lighting designer for DST’s The Complete
Works of William Shakespeare (Abridged). Logan is
currently a Doctor of Pharmacy candidate at Mid-
western University, and would like to give a special
thank to Marilyn Mumaw, whose passion for theatre
education is what brought him here today.



WHO'S WHO IN THE STAFF

STEPHANIE YAMPOLSKY Executive Director
Stephanie Yampolsky is ecstatic to be the new
Executive Director of Desert Stages Theatre. She has
been involved in several areas of DST for the past
21 years. Those areas include: Business Manager,
Summer Camp Director, Box Office Employee, Cos-

tume Coordinator, Gala Chairperson, Volunteer and
Parent. Stephanie is excited to work with the entire
DST staff, all of the upcoming directors and produc-
tion teams, as well as the talented actors. She strives
for a safe place for everyone to grow and thrive and
loves the community feel of Desert Stages. She is
extremely thankful for her friendship with Laurie
Cullity and knows she has big shoes to fill. Stephanie
has been married for 30 years, has 3 amazing kids
who have all grown up at DST, and has the cutest
English Bulldog, Bentley. As her youngest would put
in his bio... GO SUNS!

ALLY BAUMLIN Production Manager
| Ally has been working in live theatre in the Valley
for over a decade. She has been a deck hand, deck
manager, flight captain, stage manager, props mas-
| ter, and whatever the occasion calls for. She is ec-
static to be working with everyone here at DST as
Production Manager, helping to bring to life every-
one's ideas and sparking imagination. As a man once
said, “It's kind of fun to do the impossible."




WHO'S WHO IN THE STAFF

LINDA BARTON Box Office Manager
Linda has been the box office manager for the past
10 years. She is also recently certified as the Covid
Compliance Officer. Linda’s family has been celebrat-
ing Desert Stages Theatre magic for over 20 years.
Watching children find their voices, seeing the magic
of actors telling stories through song and dance, is
one of life’s greatest gifts. Linda is honored to be a
very small piece of making that magic happen.

ELYSSA BLONDER Director of Education
Elyssa grew up performing at DST, and she credits
those early experiences with making her the performer
that she is today. A graduate of ASU’s Musical Theatre
program (2018), Elyssa has performed regionally across

the country. She is back in Phoenix performing profes-
sionally around the Valley, with many impressive region-
al credits to her name. Elyssa has taught students of
all ages at performing arts organizations including The
Phoenix Theatre Company, Theater Works, and Desert
Stages. Elyssa will invite teaching artists from across the
Valley to share their talent, knowledge, and expertise
with DST community members of all ages.

DINA OSINSKI Graphic Designer/Webmaster
Dina is honored to have worked onstage as well as
behind the scenes as the inhouse graphic designer
with Scottsdale Desert Stages Theatre since 2008.
She thoroughly enjoys the opportunity to play a

small role in all of the amazing productions that DST
puts on year after year. When she isn't designing
for the theatre she keeps herself very busy as the
Sr. Creative Director for FoodStory Brands, wife to
her wonderful husband Jordan and mother to two
beautiful girls, Natalia and Giavana.
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JUNE 21-JULY 7, 2024

For more info please contact
the DST Box Office

(480) 483-1664

or visit DesertStages.org
501(c)(3) nonprofit




— COMING SOON TO DST

Scottsdale Desert Stages Theatre
Teen/Young Adult Production

Book, Music & Lyrics by
JONATHAN LARSON

Dramaturg Additional Arrangements
LYNN THOMSON TIM WEIL
Musical Arrangements Original Concept/
STEVE SKINNER Additional Lyrics
BILLY ARONSON

Directed by Lynzee & Mark 4man
Music Directed by Mark 4man
Choreography by Lynzee 4man

CLICK HERE

TO PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW!
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THANK YOU DONORS

Desert Stages, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit performing arts theatre committed to
offering high-quality entertainment and providing a creative platform that nur-
tures each stage of an actor's development. Overseen by an independent Board
of Directors, DST fulfills its mission by offering programs and services to perform-
ing artists, youth, and the community.

Desert Stages relies on the tax-deductible contributions it receives from friends,
family, and fans to continue offering high quality artistic and educational programs
to residents of and visitors to the Valley of the Sun, especially in the communities of
Scottsdale, Paradise Valley,and Phoenix. We are extremely gratefulforthe generous
support that enables DST to educate, inspire, and entertain audiences of all ages.

Thank you to the following individuals and organizations who support the mis-
sion of DST. We are proud and honored to call you our Star Donors!

Diamond Star ($10,000+) Bronze Star ($250 - $499)
Di An and Karl Obergh Bert and Jill Alanko
The Giving Group Adam Brooks
American Express
Gold Star ($5,000 - $9,999) The Kutz Family
Arizona Land Consulting Lori Markson
Stephanie and Brian Yampolsky The Sucato Family
United Health Care
Silver Star ($2,500 - $4,999) Amanda Walker
The Ahsan Family
Michael and Nichole Arko Shining Star ($100 - $249)
Dillan Butler Kelly Bohm
The Clore Family
Lucky Star ($1,000 - $2,499) The Figueroa Family
Elaine Arko The Greer Family
The Feldman Family Jeff Hartmann
Jennings Strouss Kroger
The Parker Family The Nelson Family
Bill and Anthony Watson The Osinski Family
White Rose - Amy Matson Karen Rhoads
Dale Yeoman The Skaggs Family
Darrell Spencer
Bright Star ($500 - $999) The White Family
Elizabeth Anderson
Adam Coe * Member, Director's Circle
Mary Hearn
Terri Leblic

Christin Mack

Michael and Teri Momeyer

llana Roga

Ronald Sassan

Erin Tarkington & Jeremy Yampolsky
Rebecca Ulven



THANK YOU DONORS

MATCHING GIFTS

Desert Stages gratefully recognized the following corporations that gener-
ously match their employees charitable gifts.

American Express UnitedHealthcare
CVS Caremark Wells Fargo
Honeywell International Charity

THANK YOU TO ALL VOLUNTEERS

We would like to thank our parent wranglers, backstage helpers and volun-
teer ushers for donating the gift of time to Desert Stages Theatre during the
performances of AGATHA CHRISTIE'S THE MOUSETRAP.

ANONYMOUS STATEMENT

Desert Stages respects the wishes of donors who make gifts and prefer to
remain anonymous. These quiet contributions ensure the continuation of the
highest quality performing arts programs that serve our artists, audiences,
and community.

WITH GRATITUDE

Every gift to Desert Stages Theatre is greatly appreciated, and every effort is
made to list donor information accurately. If we have made an error in list-
ing your name or donation amount, please accept our sincere apology. To
request a correction, please do not hesitate to call (480) 483-1664.

PROUD MEMBER

Desert Stages is proud to be a member of the following civic, business, and
tourism organizations.

Alliance of Arizona Nonprofits Experience Scottsdale
American Association of The Giving Group

Community Theatres Scottsdale Chamber of Commerce
Better Business Bureau Local First Arizona

The playbill for the DST Youth production of AGATHA CHRISTIE'S THE
MOUSETRAP will acknowledge donations received from approximately
Jan 1, 2023 - July 19, 2023



—  THANK YOU SPONSORS —

DANCERS DOMAIN |

Where Dancers are Built

CLASSES ARE AVAILABLE FOR
ALL AGES & DANCE ABILITIES

FALL CLA HEDULE:

Dancers Domain as a studio, was specifically created to
build not only strong dancers but strong & healthy people.
People that gain confidence through our training to ensure
their successes as dancers, performers but most importantly
as productive successful members of society. Our staff takes a
personal interest in all of our dancers no matter how many
classes they are signed up for. We strive on making a personal
connection with everyone in order to ensure all of our dancers
dreams are coming true. Whether it’s becoming a professional
dancer, performer, or just someone who enjoys dance as a past - ——
time. EVERYONE of our students is important to us.

Call or email with any questions you may have for us.
All we want is to watch your Childrens dream come true.
And to be able to experience our dancers successes and

s . 13610 N. Scottsdale Rd. Suite#20
1 1
Exomthy dtalbortinhil et Scottdale, AZ 85254

(602)971-3323

da d inaz@gmail.com

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR DANCERS SPOT




THANK YOU SPONSORS —

NIFTY FIFTY

PHOTOS

REAL ESTATE PHOTOGRAPHY

e AFFORDABLE AND DEPENDABLE
e SERVING THE ENTIRE VALLEY

$2.00 PER MERGED HDR IMAGE
25 IMAGE MINIMUM

JASON K. WALZ
JASON@NIFTYFIFTYPHOTOS.COM
480.331.8074

NIFTYFIFTYPHOTS COM




THANK YOU SPONSORS —

Arizona
% Consulting

SONORA

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT

- Fourth Wall +
| Photo Studio L

B 602.743.1200 |

FourthWallPhotoStudio.com

7th Street and Dunlap

Professional headshots (@
$50 per 45 minute session




THANK YOU SPONSORS —

Jale yeorman

studios

Da|e \/EDITIEII"I

Il'l'IIDi{.E Coach L per[ormer

Private Voice Lessons

i Al
E’EE‘\'IHIE"F = |r.:-—:-r"1-_-:'_:-alr_- = =lvanced

Strengtl‘mn Voice

Expand Range

|mp:nve Performance
*

Audition Drepara’cinn

www.r_fa|e:,recman.-:0m
info@daleyeoman.com

602 708 9539




